
however, we can accom-

plish the same things as 

those students and even 

more. We’ve redefined 

what we’re able to do.” 

Two students from the 

WBHS class of 2015, Col-

lin Bentley and Kaylin 

Bailey, will be attending 

Ivy League colleges in the 

fall, both with full schol-

arships. 

Bentley has enrolled at 

Yale University and will 

study nanoscience and 

quantum engineering, 

while Bailey will be ma-

triculating at the Univer-

sity of Pennsylvania 

(Penn) and will major in 

psychology and early 

childhood development.  

In an interview with the 

Daily Times, Bentley 

commented that “we’re 

told that county schools 

aren’t as good as city; 

Two Governors Headed to Ivy League 

Due to a school-wide focus 

on ACT improvement and 

the efforts of the faculty 

and students, WBHS was 

recently recognized by the 

state of Tennessee for 

“significantly improving 

ACT performance for the 

past five years.”  

Principal Rob Clark re-

ceived the award on be-

half of the school at the 

LEAD conference in 

Nashville.  

In addition to raising the 

average ACT score, WB 

has almost doubled the 

percentage of students 

who meet all four of the 

ACT College Readiness 

Benchmarks—18 in Eng-

lish, 22 in math, 21 in 

reading, and 24 in sci-

ence.  

The average ACT compo-

site score for William 

Blount students has in-

creased from 20.41 in 

2012 to 21.18 in 2014. 

This increase means that 

the average student ACT 

score meets the require-

ment for the Tennessee 

Hope Scholarship.  

The ACT improvement 

can be attributed to sev-

eral factors, including a 

school-wide emphasis on 

ACT-based instructional 

strategies, an elective 

course in ACT prepara-

tion, and the willingness 

of faculty members to 

help students build confi-

dence and competence in 

taking high-stakes tests. 

According to Mr. Clark, 

“we are very proud of the 

strides our students have 

made in the past few 

years, and we are dedi-

cated to moving forward 

in that direction.” 

William Blount Reunion 

A WBHS Alumni Newsletter 

WB Recognized for ACT Excellence 

ACT Highlights 

 29 students in the class of 

2013 scored 30 or above on 

the ACT. 

 The average ACT score at 

William Blount for the 

2013-2014 school year was 

21.2, significantly higher 

than  the state average of 

19.8. 

 William Blount was recog-

nized among the top 5 

schools in the state for 

ACT improvement. 
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Advanced Placement 
Highlights 

In 2014, 21 students earned 

the top score (5) on an Ad-

vanced Placement Test.  

Students  achieved these 

scores in AP Biology, AP 

Calculus, AP U. S. Govern-

ment, AP U.S. History, and 

AP Human Geography.  

The following students 

scored a 5 on more than one 

exam: Laura Sheets—

Biology and U.S. Govern-

ment; Tyler Blankenship—

Calculus and U.S. Govern-

ment; Jordan Marshall—

Calculus and U. S. History. 

In 2013, only 13 students 

scored a 5 on any AP test. 

 

Audrey Young, Principal 

Rob Clark, and Chase 

Falcon proudly display 

the ACT improvement 

plaque  awarded by the 

state of Tennessee. Young 

and Falcon are among 

many high-achieving 

students who made this 

award possible. 



fied for competition at the state level. 

They included: Madison Bolin, Suriana 

Antonio, and Stacia Black in Skills 

USA; Ryan Jenkins, Sarah Coffey, 

Daniel Burns, Jeb Burns, Parker Pe-

Career-Technical Education: Preparing Tomorrow’s Workforce Leaders 

witt, and Johnny Dockery in FBLA; 

Morgin Fields, Meriah Mills, Kaylee 

Gray,Tori Wigley, Mariah Budnar, Sa-

rah Cook, Erin Hill, Allie Haupt, and  

Breanna Gardner, and Kelsey Ray in 

HOSA; and Ricky Anderson, 

Bill Anderson, and Connor 

Owens in FFA, Agriculture 

Mechanics. 

“The opportunity to network 

and compete with students in 

similar programs across the 

state is invaluable for our 

students,” said Jennifer 

Moore, assistant principal for 

WBHS CTE. “The students 

represent our school so 

proudly, and CTSOs help us 

live up to our mission of pre-

paring tomorrow’s workforce 

leaders.” 

One of the greatest opportunities avail-

able to Career-Technical Education 

students is participation in a Career-

Technical Education Student Organiza-

tion (CTSO). WBHS has five organiza-

tions—Skills USA, Future Business 

Leaders of America (FBLA), Health 

Occupations Students of America 

(HOSA), Future Farmers of America 

(FFA), and Family, Career, and Com-

munity Leaders of America (FCCLA).  

In addition to learning leadership and 

teamwork skills, these students per-

form community service and annually 

raise money for the Patricia McCurry 

scholarship fund, honoring the late 

marketing teacher whose influence 

and impact were valuable to hundreds 

of students during her tenure at 

WBHS.  

In recent regional competition, several 

William Blount CTSO students quali-

In a recent survey of WBHS Alumni, we discovered some 

interesting facts about what some of our Govs are up to 

now. A few highlights include:  

 Scott Painter (‘80) earned a PhD. in nuclear engineer-

ing and works at Los Alamos National Laboratory. 

 Pam Garland Nichols (‘81) is employed by ALCOA as 

an Environmental Health and Safety Professional. 

 Kristy Brewer (‘84) is principal of Union Grove Elemen-

tary in Blount County. 

 Chris Graves (‘95) is a Wildlife and Fisheries instructor 

at UT, Knoxville. 

 John McManus (‘95) is a published author and profes-

sor at Old Dominion University. 

 Jason Johnson (‘01) is professor of history at Trinity 

University in San Antonio, TX. 

 Stephanie Simerly (‘03) graduated from Purdue Uni-

versity in Aeronautical Engineering and works for 

NASA. 

We’re on the web! 

www.wbgovs.com 
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Maryville, TN 37801 
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Wi l l i am B lo un t  Hi gh  S cho ol  

Suriana Antonio, Madison Bolin, and Stacia Black represented WBHS at 
SkillsUSA state. Black won a gold medal and advanced to nationals. 

Gov Alums: Where are they now? 

The Governor Way 

 

Give your best effort in all you do. 

Respect and help others. 

Be better today than you were yesterday. 

 

 

 

 


