
A replacement mouth-

piece for a tuba can cost 

up to $200.  What’s a 

tuba player to do? Tom-

my Bond, a sophomore 

tuba player in the Wil-

liam Blount High School 

band, found inspiration 

in his Principles of Tech-

nology and Engineering 

class.  Teacher Ryan 

Craig had challenged 

the class to be innova-

tive using the Printrbot 

3D printer. Bond took 

this challenge to heart 

and set out to create a 

3D tuba mouthpiece. “I 

thought it would be 

interesting to try,” says 

Bond.  After several 

attempts, he found 

success. For approxi-

mately $5, Bond de-

signed and created a 

mouthpiece for his tu-

ba. The experience has 

given him the inspira-

Student Creates Using 3D Printer  

Blount County Schools’ 

goal of technology inte-

gration has had a pro-

found effect on the stu-

dents at William Blount. 

 In August, each student 

was issued a personal 

Google Chromebook for 

academic use. Teachers, 

having completed inten-

sive professional devel-
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opment, are able to bet-

ter engage students 

through the use of tech-

nology. 
Chromebooks are allow-

ing students to enjoy a 

more personalized cur-

riculum while also im-

proving computer litera-

cy and digital citizen-

ship.  “Our mission is to 

graduate students who 

are ready for college and 

the modern workplace,” 

said principal Rob Clark. 

“Technology is a large 

part of completing that 

mission.  Our teachers use 

technology to complete 

research and projects that 

they couldn’t have done 

before. It makes learning 

more engaging for our 

students.” 
Students, through the use 

of Google Apps For Educa-

tion (GAFE), are now able 

to complete school projects 

in a variety of ways. 

 Students in Matt Talley’s 

class build websites to cap 

a project about war memo-

rials. Randy Puckett’s 

class uses advanced map-

ping software to calculate 

water flow.  AP biology 

students in Lauri Ellis’s 

class use their Chrome-

books to present infor-

mation on genetic diseas-

es, and French I students 

in Paula Jones’s class use 

Google Drawing to create 

family trees. 
“It’s amazing how creative 

my students can be with 

their Chromebooks.  They 

love to use them in class,” 

said Paula Jones.  

tion to design other 

replacement parts for 

the band’s instru-

ments.  
 

Tommy Bond plays his tuba using 

the 3D printed mouthpiece. 

Ninth grade students utilize 1:1 technology to conduct a Biology experiment. 



Students are selected from across the 

country based on SAT scores.  Ap-

WBHS National Merit Scholars 

proximately 7,500 National Merit 

Scholarships are awarded each year. 

At the time of publication of the 2017 

Alumni Newsletter, four William 

Blount students had been named 

National Merit Scholarship Finalists.   

We are pleased to announce that all 

four later became National Merit 

Scholars.   

Pictured from left to right are David 

Gilson (The University of Tennessee– 

Computer Engineering), Andrew 

Byrd (The University of Alabama—

International Studies and Philoso-

phy, Pre-Law), Vance Davis (The 

University of Iowa—Environmental 

Science), and Daniel Burns (The Uni-

versity of Tennessee—Electrical En-

gineering). 

For the 2017-2018 school year, Wil-

liam Blount senior Katie Brinkley 

has been named a National Merit 

Finalist. 

In a recent survey of WBHS Alumni, we discovered some 

interesting facts about what a few of our Govs are up to 

now. Highlights include:  

 Jackson Bailey (‘92) is a graduate of Carson Newman. 

He currently travels the world as a member of the Bean 

and Bailey comedy duo and was a contestant on the 

first season of America’s Got Talent. 

 Jason Crye (‘95) earned his PhD in Nuclear Engineer-

ing in 2013 and currently works as a Nuclear Criticali-

ty Safety Engineer at Y12 in Oak Ridge. 

 Jack Nathan Hutter (‘00) is a graduate of both Tulane 

University and the Tulane School of Medicine.  He 

joined the military in 2015 and is currently a teaching 

instructor and a Captain in the US Army. 

 Darcy Grimes (‘02) is a teacher in the state of North 

Carolina and was named 2013 NC Teacher of the Year. 

 Darren Headrick (‘03) is the official voice of The Uni-

versity of Kentucky Lady Wildcats basketball team. 

 Hamilton Borden (‘06) earned a Doctor of Pharmacy 

degree from UT’s College of Pharmacy in 2013.  He cur-

rently works for Blount Discount Pharmacy. 

Find us online: 
WBGovs.com 

Twitter: @wbhsgovernors 

Facebook.com/wbhsgovernors 

219 County Farm Road 

Maryville, TN 37801 

 

Phone: 865-984-5500 

FAX: 865-977-0153 

E-mail: Chris.Merritt@BlountK12.org 
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The Governor Way 

 

Give your best effort in all you do. 

Respect and help others. 

Be better today than you were yesterday. 

 

 

 

 


